
Mariya Lobacheva, Kazakhstan. 

I participate in the implementation of EITI since 2004. For three years presented civil society in 
the EITI Multi-Stakeholder Group. I’m a member of the MSG working group on the preparation 
of the National EITI Report. Successfully insisted on positive decisions on the disclosure of data 
important to society. Since 2018, I am a moderator of the Dialogue Platform on the EITI - an 
association of civil society organizations in Kazakhstan. 

I had the opportunity to verify the effectiveness and benefits of EITI. The unique decision-making 
system, when the voice of civil society cannot be ignored, allows us to achieve not only the 
declared transparency of some data, but the transparency of really useful information. I see in 
the EITI an effective tool that needs to be kept viable and developed. 

I see my task to ensure that EITI data contain information understandable and useful for people. 
Only an informed society can achieve a fair change. It’s impossible to calculate the benefits if you 
don’t know the losses, it’s impossible to understand whether the damage was compensated, if 
you don’t know the impact. We have to ensure that the disclosed information includes the impact 
of the extraction. I intend to promote such areas as distribution of expenses, including social 
costs of mining companies, environmental impact, reduction of resource dependence and 
development of public debates taking into account the interests of different groups of the 
population: vulnerable, gender, ethnic and other affected groups. 

Decisions on the disclosure of contracts and beneficiaries are important. They demonstrate that 
no interests of individuals and companies can prevail over fairness for society, limited resources 
should be an opportunity for every inhabitant. Therefore, the responsibility of companies and 
their owners should be ensured by the openness of information. I am concerned about the 
possibility of hiding information beyond the threshold of ownership, dilution of ownership, 
commercial secrets, and I intend to work to ensure that companies and states disclose all relevant 
information. 

Today, information about the persecution of civil society activists, about restricted conditions for 
the work of SCO is heard often. Sometimes this pressure does not directly affect the EITI reports. 
But it negatively affects the goal of the Initiative - the Good Governance. If society cannot freely 
discuss problems, criticize the actions of the authorities, if self-censorship is developed, then 
good governance is impossible. I intend to promote in the Board expansion of the requirements 
of the Protocol on Civil Society Participation. 

I intend to voice and defend the voices of civil society organizations from different countries on 
the Board. For this, interaction with these organizations is very important, taking into account 
local conditions and language problems. I consider it important to establish such interaction 
through various information channels, including the channels of the global coalition PWYP, so 
that it is possible to share and collect information regardless of disagreements and Internet 
blockages and other factors hindering the exchange of opinions. 


